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AmendiiiCEtt tiatedVcbrisary 26, 2007 

After Fkai (Mke Aclionof Noveu^r 2, 2006 

REMARKS 

Claims 2, 3, 13 and 15-26 and 28 are pending. Claims 13 and 15-2(5 have been 
withdrawn from consideration as being drawn to nonelected subject matter. 

Claims 1, 4-12, 14 and 27 have beeis canceled without prejudice. 

Claims 2 and 28 have been amended to recite the subject matter of canceled claim 4. 

No new matter has been added by way of the above-amendment. 

Issiaes milder 35 U.S.C. 103 

Claims 2-4 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Noguchi US 6,800,222 in view of Mota US 6,235,427, Applicants respectfully traverse the 
rejection. 

Applicants disagree with the Examiner that the combination of Noguchi and Idota renders 
the present invention obvious. However, in order to advance prosecution. Applicants have 
further amended independent claims 2 and 28 to recite the subject matter of claim 4. 
Specifically, claims 2 and 28 have been amended to recite that: a) the activated carbon has an 
iijvm^s' pat-tide M/t. or M( 0 iirr^, h) -ix- coiiducuvc pox^der has ait «v«,r«^e particle size of 10 
nm-iO ^m; and c) tiie conductive powder adheres to tiic periphery of the activated carbon. As 
such, there are mult^le patentable distinctions between the present invention and the 
combination of Noguchi and Idota, 

First, Applicants note that Noguchi teaches the e^mlute size of the fibrous active 
maleriai and the particle conductive material, i.e., Noguchi does not teach an average particle 
siKe as recited in claims 2 and 28, as presently amended. Accordingly, one cannot ascertain the 
average ^'&nk\Q size from the teachings of Noguchi 

Second, Idota ret|aires the use of water or an organic solvent in the dispersing step as a 
dispersing medium in the planetary mixer whereas the inventive method requires tliat the 
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activated carbon and the eiectrically conductive powder is mixed as a dry nuxture. The 
Examiner must give patentable weight to the instant rec|uirement that the planetary mixer mixes a 
dry mixture since these claims are m et ti.pd,, claims. 

Also, it is soled that it is important for Noguchi to force the fine graphite powder out 
from between the fibrous carbon particles toward the electrode surface portion, see column 7, 
hnos (>7. This is s different mechanism than is used in the present invenDon In the present 
iincntion, the conductne povi'd(;r adheres to the petiphcry of the activated carbon 
hom&getieousfy throughout rlic sample. This is the result of the triboelectrification between the 
particles being mixed thereby dispersing the agglomerated conductive powder into primary 
particles which adhere to the periphery of the activated carbon for electrical double-layer 
capacitors. It is the preseiU inventors who first conceived of using a planetary mixer to obtain 
mixture wherein the conductive powder adheres to the periphery of the activated carbon by dry 
mixing . 

'\s 1jl MP[',P directs, all the cWvca lin-.iiations njust be taught >>r r&hh suggested bv the 
prior art to efetal>lish a prima facie case of obvtoufetie.^s. See MPEP § 2143.03. Applicants 
respcctfuliy submit that the present invention is net made obvious by the combination of 
Noguchi and Idota in view of the fact that the combination of Moguchi and Idota fail to leach or 
fairly suggest a method for preparing a carbonaceous material powder mixture itsing a dry 
mixture in a planetary mixer wherein a) the activated carbon has an average particle size of l- 
100 pm; b) the conductive powder has m average paiiicJe size of 10 imi lO jxm.; and c) the 
conductive po\^ der adbLf cs to the periphery of the activated carbon. As such, withdrawal of the 
rejection is respectfully requested. 

in view of the above amendn^cni, applicant believes the pending appjieation is in 
condition for allowance. 

Shoiiid thcrt. bf any oi. .^tanJ^-.s^: ru^te-b Ajt nct.d to he va^^hcc in the present 
application, the hLxainincr 3s respccifuiiy requested to contact Garth \L Oahien. Ph.D., Esq ;leg. 
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Ko 43,:>75 at the tdephont number of Uie undersized belov,. to conduct an nitcnicw m an 
efibrt to expedite prosecution in comiection with the present application. 

if necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authori?ed in this, concurrent, and future replies 
to charge payment or credit any overpayment to Dqposit Account No. 02-2448 for any additional 
fees required under 37 C.F.R. §§i.I6 or 1,14; particularly, extsasion of time fees. 



Bated: February 26, 2007 RespectfuHy submitted. 

Byi_.^~^-'*^X---'il^-'\^----' ^ t- ^^ '"^ -^^ 
Gerald M. .Muspliy, Jr. ^ ,„ 

Registration No. : 28,977 

BIRCE^, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 
81 10 Gatehouse Road 
Suite lOO East 
P.O. Box 747 

Falls Church, Virginia 22040-0747 

(703)205-8000 

Attorney for Applicant 
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